
recr e a ti on areas . 

to th e u ni q ue and 
When the fac tor s of general soil suitability are added 

xtens ive waters available, then the recreation develop-

me nt po tential becomes very great . 

Nee d e d Re c reat i on Fac ilitie s - The only public recreation facilities 

i n the Alb em a rle Area are those own e d and op erate d by the state and fed -

eral go ve r nment. There is not a single municipal or county recreation 

fac i l ity or pa rk in the entire region. None of the governmental units 

has an adm i n i s tr a tive organization to provide a public recreation program. 

I n sp i t e o f t h e r egion ' s abundant recreation resources and potential, verv 

few fa ci l itie s are available to the a ve rag e resident. 

Th ere a re some fine pr ivate recr eati on facilities and prog rams, but 

the i r se rvi c e s are of necessity lim ite d to a small port i on of the popula-

tion . Th e g eneral lack of recreation facilities and programs is not only 

a hand i cap f o r the populat i on now l iving in the area, but it adversely 

affects t h e drive t o improve the l ivi ng environment and attract new busi 

ness e s and i ndu stries . 

If the re g ion's future recreation n ee ds can be adequately anticipated, 

it wi ll b e po ssible to build a syst em that can serve not only the e xp ected 

future popu lation, but that can also offer facilities and programs for 

v i s i tors a s well . City and county parks, beaches, marinas, community 

cent e r s, pla yfields, and mUltiple us e areas are all needed . Because of 

the rap i d rise in land costs , a comprehensive recreation plan should be 

dra wn up as soon as possible to prov i d e a gu i d e for land acquisition and 

dev e lop me n t . The system could best be desi gn ed on a regional scale, but 

i f n e c essary, could be handled on a c ounty basis. Many of the needed 

fac ilities could be located to serv e mor e than one county. 

Wat er Us e 

Ma p 17 shows the existing water uses in the Albemarle Area . The 

restr icte d areas in the Albemarle Sound are used in the daytime by the 

mi l it ar y f o r test purpos es i n con necti on with a Naval Exp erimental 

Fac i l ity at Harvey's Po int in Perqu imans County. The prohibited military 

ar e a off Cape Hatteras and Ocracoke in the Atlantic Ocean has mines 

th e b o ttom and can be used for navagation but not for anchorage or 

on 

traw ling . The areas shown as public wildlife refuges are part of the 

na ti o nal wi ldlife facilities in Hyde and Dace Counties Another private 

wil d life refuge area is located in Currituck Sound. 

t ected from hunt ers d uring the wi nter months. 

Th i s area is pro -

Crab spawn in g and potting areas, public oyster beds, and polluted 

ar eas are des ignated and controlled by the N. C. Di vis i on of Commercial 

and Sports Fishing. The division has author i ty to ch a ng e boundar i es 
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